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A poor man once bought an old book at an open market for a few 

coppers. Between its pages he found something very interesting 

indeed: a thin strip of parchment on which was written the legend 

of the touchstone. 

The touchstone, according to the document, was a small pebble 

that could turn any common metal into pure gold. The writing  

explained that it was lying among thousands and thousands of 

other pebbles on a beach. The real stone would feel warm to the 

touch, while ordinary pebbles are cold. 

The man sold his few belongings, set out for the seashore, and 

began testing pebbles. He realized if he picked up ordinary  

pebbles and threw them down again because they were cold, he 

might inadvertently pick up the same pebble hundreds of times. 

So, each time he felt one that was cold, he threw it far into the 

sea. 

 

He spent days at his search, picking up a pebble— cold —then 

throwing it into the sea... then, picking up another... and throwing 

it into the sea… 

 

One day, after months and months, the man picked up a pebble 

and threw it into the sea. As it left his hand, he realized that the 

pebble had been warm. It was the touchstone! However, by then, 

he had formed such a strong habit of throwing each pebble into 

the sea that when the one he wanted came along, he still threw it 

away without taking time to feel its warmth. 

 

Don’t let your habits trick you into throwing away your  

opportunities. 

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site:  www.Facebook.com/MDREPros 

Sell Your Home With 
Maryland Real Estate 

Professionals 
• FREE Drone Video & Pics 

• FREE Custom URL 

• FREE Custom Webpage 

• FREE Custom Sign 

• FREE Video Virtual Tour 

• FREE 24/7 Brochure 

• FREE Marketing Videos 

• FREE Professional Photos 

• FREE Home Audit 

• FREE Home Custom Value 

30+ Years Experience Negotiations 

(Check Out These Examples) 

Legend of the Touchstone 

https://www.facebook.com/MDREpros/


Facing A Divorce?  FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com 

 

How much do you love your houseplants?  

Enough to play music for them?  

A British survey reported by The Herald found that 

almost 50% of plant owners play music for their 

leafy friends in a variety of genres, from folk to rock 

to classical, and everything in between. 

The most popular artist choice is Scottish pop singer, 

Lewis Capaldi, shared by 62% of the survey’s 1,150 

respondents. The Korean pop band, BTS, came in 

second with 55%, followed by America’s Taylor Swift, 

at 51%. Elton John, David Bowie, and Fleetwood 

Mac also ranked in the Top 10. 

Mother’s Day 

          While versions of Mother’s Day are  

celebrated worldwide, traditions vary  

depending on the  country. In Thailand, for 

example, Mother’s Day is always celebrated 

in August on Queen Sirikit’s birthday. 

 

          However, the official Mother’s Day  

holiday as we think of it was basically  

created by a lady named Anna Jarvis in the 

1900s. Jarvis, who wanted to honor her 

mother after her passing, came up with the 

holiday in 1905. 

 

          Jarvis maintained that most American  

holidays were biased toward men and male  

achievements, so she started a massive  

letter writing campaign to newspapers and 

prominent politicians, asking them to  

establish a special day honoring  

motherhood. 

 

           By 1911, many American states and  

Canadian provinces had adopted Mother’s 

Day as an annual holiday, and in 1914,  

then-President Woodrow Wilson officially  

established the second Sunday in May as 

Mother’s Day. Then, in 1915, Canada  

followed suit.  In an ironic twist, Jarvis  

ultimately lobbied against the holiday after 

stores used the opportunity as a marketing 

and sales gimmick.    She did not succeed in 

pushing the government to rescind the  

holiday and today, it is one of May’s most  

beloved holidays. 

Rock-n-Roll for Roses 

           Name one thing you can’t live without. If you 

answered, “my cellphone,” you’ve got a lot in  

common with, well, everyone. A poll by Asurion 

found that Americans consider their cellphone to be 

their number one possession, more important than 

their car or refrigerator.  

 

           Much of what’s on our phones is often  

irreplaceable - 60% of people polled cited their  

contact list, 45% have documents and important 

notes, and 32% have their favorite music. 

 

            Staying in touch with loved ones 

we can’t visit seems to be a driving force  

- 82% of Americans have photos and 

videos they can’t stand the thought of 

losing. 

Little Box of Memories 

http://www.MDDivorceMistakes.com


Work With Maryland Real Estate Professionals 
To Help You Market Your Home... 

- FREE Professional Drone Footage 
- FREE Edited Marketing Video 
- FREE Webpage 
- FREE Professional Pictures 
- FREE Advertising & Marketing 

- FREE Custom Home Value 
- FREE Custom Audio Recording 
- FREE Custom URL 
- FREE Social Media Marketing 
- FREE Open Communication 

www.MDHomesValue.com 

Find Out Today What Your 
Home Should Sell For 

With A FREE Home Valuation! 
(Not Some Computerized Guess-Ti-Mate!) 

Just Go To: 



Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com 

 

 

Even as workplaces open up, many employers are seeing the benefits of a virtual workforce and a 

large number of new jobs may very well be remote positions. How can you make your mark, though, 

when you don’t have regular personal contact with your boss or your co-workers? The Make It web-

site tells you how: 

• Set up your space. Take a look around the room where you do your work. What does it say 

about you? People who see you in virtual meetings will notice the pictures on your wall, the books 

on your shelves, the clutter on your desk, and more. Clean up before your first day to ensure you 

show a neat, professional profile. 

• Communicate with your manager. During the first few days and weeks, make a point of com-

municating with your manager often. Don’t bug him or her, but talk in depth about your role, the 

manager’s expectations, how you’ll be evaluated, and other crucial elements of doing your job 

well. Learn his or her priorities and get a solid idea of the organization’s big-picture goals. 

• Learn how to communicate with everyone. You can’t peek over a cubicle or stroll down the hall 

to talk with a co-worker or manager, so you have to know how best to contact them. Does your 

boss prefer phone calls or emails? Are team meetings held via Zoom? How quickly do people ex-

pect responses to emails or texts? Figure out the best way to communicate with each person on 

your team to avoid misunderstandings. 

• Get to know people. Your boss probably can’t take you to lunch on your first day to know your 

new team, so you’ve got to take a different approach. Reach out to team members one-by-one to 

introduce yourself and find out what makes them tick. 

Virtually New 

http://www.MDREpros.com


Maryland Real Estate  
Professionals 

w/REMAX Realty Plus 
301-831-5600 - O 
301-418-8640 - C 

Mark@MDREPros.com 
www.MDREPros.com 

Are You A First Time Home Buyer?  Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com 

Provided by:  Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, Advisors Mortgage, 
NMLS 112267, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott 
City,  MD  21043      Dan@1atmc.com   410-935-3528    
https://dflavin.advisorsmortgage.com/prequalify  

THANK YOU for reading my 
personal newsletter.  I wanted to    

produce a newsletter that has great 
content and is fun and valuable to you. 

Your constructive feedback is               
always welcome. 

AND…whether you’re  
thinking of buying, selling or               

financing real estate, or just want 
to stop by and say                      

“Hi,”  I’d love to hear from you… 
 
 

LAUGHTER CORNER 
 

My wife asked if I could clear the 
kitchen table. 

I had to get a running start but I 
made it. 

****************************** 
A police officer just came to the door 
and said he was looking for a man 

with one eye. 
I told him he would probably find him 

faster he used both. 
****************************** 

I'm trying to organize a hide and 
seek tournament. 

But good players are hard to find. 
****************************** 

A lot of conflicts in the Wild West 
could have been avoided.... 

....had the Cowboy architects just 
made their towns big enough for 

everyone. 
****************************** 
In the future when Canada  

will take over the world. 
And then you will all be sorry. 
****************************** 

What is the worst place to hide in a 
hospital? 
The ICU 

***************************** 
On which side of the earth should 

you build a house? 
On the outside 

Will the Housing Market 
Maintain Its Momentum? 
Last week’s Existing Home Sales Report from  
The National Association of Realtors (NAR)  

 
shows sales  have 
dropped by 3.7%  
compared to the month 
before. This is the second 
consecutive month that 
sales have slumped. Some 
see this as evidence that 
the red-hot real estate 

market may be cooling. However, there could also be a simple 
explanation as to why existing home sales have slowed – there 
aren’t enough homes to buy. There are currently 410,000 fewer 
single-family homes available for sale than there were at this 
time last year. 
            Lawrence Yun, Chief Economist at NAR, explains in the 
report:  "The sales for March would have been measurably  
higher, had there been more inventory. Days-on-market are 
swift, multiple offers are prevalent, and buyer confidence is  
rising." 
          Yun’s insight was supported the next day when the  
Census Bureau released its Monthly New Residential Sales  
Report. It shows that newly constructed home sales are up 
20.7% over the previous month. 
          Buyer demand remains strong. With more of the adult 
population becoming vaccinated and job creation data showing 
encouraging signs, existing-home inventory is expected to grow 
in the coming months. 
          What will this mean for home sales going forward? 
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, and the Mortgage Bankers  
Association (MBA) have all forecasted that total home sales 
(existing homes and new construction) will continue their  
momentum both this year and next. Here’s a graph showing 
those projections:  
 
Bottom Line 
Living through a 
pandemic has 
caused many to  
re-evaluate the  
importance of a 
home and the  
value of  
homeownership. The residential real estate market will benefit 
from both as we move forward. 

http://www.MDFirstBuyers.com
mailto:dan@1atmc.com
https://dflavin.advisorsmortgage.com/prequalify
https://files.simplifyingthemarket.com/2021/04/26121934/20210427-MEM-Eng-1.png?a=484970-42dada9847ecc22d0d8b331b4394819f


What’s Your Home Worth?  Find Out Here - 

FINANCIAL FOCUS 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat 

Tiahrt, Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859.  mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com  

Here’s A Long Lasting 
Mothers Day Gift 

The MDREPros Difference 
 

Check Out The 
Maryland Real Estate Professionals  

Difference When You Allow Us  
To Help You  Market & Sell Your 

Home 
 

1) FREE Custom Web Address  

 (Examples Below) 

 www.224GreenlandBeach.com 

 www.5507Remmell.com 

 www.1318Aster.com  

 (We’re Ready To Create Your Custom URL!) 

 

2) FREE Custom Web Page  

3) FREE Drone Videos & Pics 

4) FREE Marketing Video 

5) FREE Professional Pictures 

6) FREE Custom Sign With Your URL 

7) FREE 24/7 Video Brochure  

8) FREE Instant Open House 

9) FREE Custom Audio 

10) FREE Home Valuation 

11) Marketing That Gets Results! 

     Mother’s Day has almost arrived. As an adult, you can  
fully appreciate all your mother has done for you, so, on 
this occasion, you may be happy to give Mom flowers, 
candy, jewelry or something similar. But Mother’s Day is 
here and then it’s gone. Is there a longer-term gift that can 
make a real difference in your mother’s life?  
     Actually, there is – the gift of knowledge for her  
financial future.  
     Specifically, there are two key areas in which you may 
be able to provide valuable help to your mother: long-term 
care and estate planning. But don’t panic – you don’t have 
to be an expert in either one of these subjects.  
     First, consider long-term care. If your mother is in good 
health, you may not have thought much about whether 
she would eventually need an extended stay in a nursing 
home or the services of a home health aide. But the odds 
aren’t necessarily in her favor: About 70 percent of adults 
who reach 65 will eventually re�quire some type of long-
term service and support, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health & Human Services. And this type of care is 
expensive: The annual me�dian cost for a private room in 
a nursing home is more than $100,000, and it’s nearly 
$55,000 per year for the full-time services of a home 
health aide, according to a survey by the insurance com-
pany Genworth.  
      To help your mother deal with this potential financial 
threat, you might want to suggest she meet with a finan-
cial professional, who can explore possible strategies and 
products designed to address long-term care. And the 
sooner, the better, because these solutions will become 
more expensive and challenging the older your mother 
gets.  
        The second topic you may want to bring up with your 
mother is her estate plan. Has she drafted a will? Has she 
safeguarded her wishes by creating the necessary legal 
documents?  
          Having her estate plans in order can help protect 
your mother’s finances and ensure her legacy is honored 
– which is almost certainly an outcome she would keenly 
desire.  
          Helping your mother protect herself from the cata-
strophic costs of long-term care and the chaos of an inad-
equate estate plan may not sound like a typical Mother’s 
Day offering, but your actions can help keep Mom in a 
good place in life – and that’s a pretty valuable gift.  

 

mailto:mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com
http://www.224GreenlandBeach.com
http://www.5507Remmell.com
http://www.10894Martingale.com


What’s Your Home Worth?  Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com 

On Facebook: 
Be sure and “Like” -  

@TodaysCaptionThisPhoto 
 for a daily smile or chuckle! 

Chasing success seems easy when 

you’re young and ambitious. Yet once 

you hit middle age, you may find that 

your drive fades. However, if it’s too 

early for you to retire, what can you 

do? Don’t give up! Follow this advice 

of staying the course from Bloomberg 

BusinessWeek: 

• Look for meaning. Money isn’t the on-

ly measure of success. You may have 

already achieved your financial goals. If 

so, find meaning in your work by re-

minding yourself of the positive good it 

does for customers and the community 

at large. 

• Stay active. Modify your workspace for 

a standing desk. Take regular, active 

breaks to keep your blood flowing, your 

mind sharp, and your energy high. 

• Target your weaknesses. Take an in-

ventory of what you struggle with. Se-

lect one or two of your most important 

gaps and work on rectifying them. Eve-

ryone should do this throughout his or 

her career, but it’s especially useful as 

you enter the second phase. 

• Look beyond work. Don’t depend on 

your job for all your emotional fulfill-

ment. Take classes, read regularly, vol-

unteer your time, and pursue other ac-

tivities that will help you meet new peo-

ple and enjoy new experiences that will 

keep you fresh. 

See The Homes You 
Want To See… 
BEFORE  
They Come On 
The Market! 

Stay the Course 

http://www.MDHomesValue.com


What’s Your Home Worth?  Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com 

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only.  Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author 

is known.  Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.   

Copyright 2020 Maryland Real Estate Professionals w/ REMAX Realty Plus.  This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medi-

cal, legal, financial or tax advice.  Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, 

financial advisor and/or CPA.  We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice. 

Go to  
www.TheFundayMonday.com 

Or write Mark@MDREPros.com 
 

And enter the correct answer for this months contest!  
Good Luck & Have Fun! 

This Month’s Quiz Question: 
 
What do Elvis Presley, Dolly Parton and 
Robert Downey Jr. Have In Common? 
 
A. Won An Oscar 
B. Won A Grammy 
C. Have Tattoos 
D. Lost their own look-alike 
contest 

Maintain Discipline 

Discipline is an issue in every family. You don’t 
want to punish every minor infraction, but you 
do have to set some limits for behavior. We’re 
probably more tense than usual after a year of 
COVID-19, but that doesn’t mean you should 
let up on reasonable boundaries for your kids. 
The Healthy Children website offers these tips: 

• Redirect bad behavior. Children,            
especially younger ones, may not realize 
that they’re doing something wrong when 
they misbehave. Instead of just getting mad, 
suggest something else for them to do that 
won’t violate any rules you’re trying to set. 

• Engage in creative play. Sit down with 
your kids to draw pictures or make collages 
that illustrate safe behavior. For more     
mischievous kiddos, have them draw pic-
tures of not-so-good behavior as an exam-
ple of what not to do. 

• Reinforce positive behavior. Don’t dwell 
on rude or inappropriate behavior. Instead, 
explain to your kids what they can do to 
avoid negative consequences. 

• Use time outs. A “time out” can be particu-
larly effective with young children. Give 
them a warning so they know what’s coming 
and can choose to avoid it.  

 
• Reward good behavior. Giving children 

extra privileges— an extra half hour on the 
computer, for example— when they take 
initiative to do something above and beyond 
expectations can generate a spirit of helpful-
ness in your kids. 

• Don’t respond to everything. You don’t 
have to stop what you’re doing every time 
your child steps out of line. As long as 
they’re not doing something dangerous, 
sometimes it’s better to let them work out a 
problem on their own or experience natural 
consequences of inappropriate behavior. 

http://www.MDHomesValue.com
http://www.TheFundayMonday.com

