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A budding anthropologist, who was completing her doctoral thesis 

while on location in Spain, proposed a game to some children in a 

small village. She placed a basket of enticing-looking sweets near 

a tree early one morning. That afternoon, after all the children were 

aware of the basket— and all wanted one of the treats— the re-

searcher told them that whoever got to the tree first could have all 

the goodies in the basket. 

She did not lay out any rules or requirements, nor did she encour-

age the children to pursue the basket with any guidance at all on 

her part. Seated nearby, she simply held her notebook in her lap 

and waited, expecting to observe various approaches and plans 

from the different children all trying to obtain the basket for them-

selves.  

When she gave the signal to go, all the children gathered together 

in a huddle and talked in quiet tones with some interjected giggles, 

then held each other’s hands and ran to the tree together and 

worked as a group to pull down the basket. 

As promised, the anthropologist let the children enjoy the whole 

basket of treats, but simultaneously asked them why they’d decid-

ed to run together as a group and split the treats amongst them-

selves. 

One tall child looked at her and, with genuine confusion on his 

face, asked: “How can any of us be happy by taking something 

away from another person?” 

“It is only by winning as one that we all win,” the child proclaimed. 
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Facing A Divorce?  FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com 

Welcome Home 
Did you know that Ellis Island closed as an immi-
gration facility in 1954 and reopened as a museum 
in September 1990? Annie Moore, a 17-year-old 
girl who arrived with her two younger brothers 
from Ireland, was the first arrival processed 
through the station in 1892, followed by more 
than 12 million other immigrants before the sta-
tion was closed in 1954. 
Around 2.3 million people came through the Is-
land just between 1924 and 1954, although the 
busiest day at the former immigration center was 
on April 17, 1907 when 11,747 people were pro-
cessed. Over the years, Bob Hope, Cary Grant, Ir-
ving Berlin and Frida Kahlo all passed through the 
immigration station during its useful years. At its 
peak, the station had its own power station, a hos-

 

 

Getting Back to Normal 
With COVID-19 vaccines now available and society     
seemingly reopening for business, at least some of us are 
ready to say that things are going back to normal after 
the pandemic year. 

According to Gallup, 66% of adults in the U.S. say their 
lives have “somewhat” or “completely” returned to     
normal, while 34% say normal life has yet to come back. 

Complicating the return to normalcy is the finding that 
52% of respondents say their life is still being disrupted 
because of the pandemic—14% say “a great deal” and 
38% say “a fair amount”. That might not change soon, as 
39% expect the disruption to continue through the end of 
the year, and 16% feel the impact will last longer. 

http://www.MDDivorceMistakes.com


Work With Maryland Real Estate Professionals 
To Help You Market Your Home... 

- FREE Professional Drone Footage 
- FREE Edited Marketing Video 
- FREE Webpage 
- FREE Professional Pictures 
- FREE Advertising & Marketing 

- FREE Custom Home Value 
- FREE Custom Audio Recording 
- FREE Custom URL 
- FREE Social Media Marketing 
- FREE Open Communication 

www.MDHomesValue.com 
FREE Custom Home Valuation! 

(Not Some Computerized Guess-Ti-Mate!) 



Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com 

 Home Office Safety 
 
Working from home? Home office safety isn’t 
just a matter of not tripping over pets or banging 
your head against ceiling lamps. Computer se-
curity is essential to both your personal infor-
mation and your employer’s proprietary data. 
Forbes recommends these precautions: 
 
 
• Install updates promptly. Software updates 

usually include antivirus programs and other 
security protections for fixing flaws and safe-
guarding data. Don’t ignore them when you 
get a notification on your screen. 

 
 
• Keep the VPN on. If you access your em-

ployer’s network using a virtual private net-
work (VPN), keep it going. A VPN encrypts 
information flowing between you and your 
organization, preventing crooks from stealing 
sensitive data like confidential financial and 
customer information. 

 
 
• Watch for scams. Scammers can create an 

email address that looks like your company’s 
or some other trusted organization’s to trick 
you into sharing information, or lets them 
gain access to your organization’s network. 
Don’t open emails unless you know who sent 
them, and never click on a link or attachment 
that’s unfamiliar. 

 
 
• Create strong passwords. Use passwords 

to protect access to sensitive data. Take the 
time to devise passwords that can’t be easily 
guessed. Strong passwords should have 10 
characters, including numbers, punctuation 
marks, and random capital letters. 

 
 
• Dedicate one device for work. Don’t do 

work on the same iPad you use for streaming 
TV shows, or one that you take to the coffee 
shop— it probably doesn’t have the kind of 
robust security you need. Don’t let family 
members use your work computer for home-
work or hobbies. 

Summer has always been special. Wouldn’t 
you agree that August is extraordinary? 
The heat is omnipresent, but at the end of  
summer there is a cumulative effect of having 
worked (and played!) so hard that there is a 
wealth of memories and joy to keep us warm... 
even as fall approaches and we begin to cool 
off. 
 
I hope you are having your best summer ever; 
filled with friends, family, food, and fun. 
For now, as the days burn hotter, I hope you 
enjoy every moment of free time. As we start to 
lose the last hot days of summer and look for-
ward to seeing leaves falling all around us, it's a 
vivid indication that we are turning a corner in 
life.  
 
And as the nights cool off, I hope you collect 
memories and accomplishments that keep you 
and the people you care about warm for the 
rest of the year.  
 
Hakuna Matata - It Means No Worries...  For 
All Your Real Estate Days!  

http://www.MDREpros.com
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Are You A First Time Home Buyer?  Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com 

Provided by:  Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, Advisors Mortgage, 
NMLS 112267, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott 
City,  MD  21043      Dan@1atmc.com   410-935-3528    
https://dflavin.advisorsmortgage.com/prequalify  

THANK YOU for reading my 
personal newsletter.  I wanted to    

produce a newsletter that has great 
content and is fun and valuable to you. 

Your constructive feedback is               
always welcome. 

AND…whether you’re  
thinking of buying, selling or               

financing real estate, or just want 
to stop by and say                      

“Hi,”  I’d love to hear from you… 
 
 

LAUGHTER CORNER 
 

A C major scale walks into a bar 
and orders a drink 
The bartender said  
"No, you're a minor 

"****************************** 
My wife is okay with the fact that I 

still live with my ex-girlfriend. 
She prefers I don't call her that. 

****************************** 
What do you call an antivaxxer who 

takes horse dewormer? 
A neighsayer. 

***************************** 
Why didn't the skeleton ride the  

roller coaster? 
Because he didn't have 

the stomach for it 
****************************** 

Train conductors can  
never be trusted 

They all have loco motives 
****************************** 

What’s green, fuzzy, and would hurt 
if it fell on you out of a tree?  

A pool table. 
***************************** 

Cosmetic surgery used to be  
such a taboo subject.  

Now you can talk about Botox and 
nobody raises an eyebrow 

 

 

5 Things You Shouldn’t 
Clean With A Pressure 

Washer! 

Pressure washers are an incredible invention in the field of 
cleaning. They have revolutionized the whole scene of cleaning 
and given it a new dimension. They are great in cleaning many 
tough stains and places like graffiti, dirt, stuck stains, and debris. 
But the high pressure of the pressure washer also makes it a 
dangerous proposition for some of the items.  
 Windows - A quick wash for the windows with the pres-
sure washer can look like an excellent idea, particularly when 
considering how difficult it might be to get to the windows on the 
second floor. Still, the fragile panes of glass can not hold up to 
the high-pressure spray generated by the pressure washer.  
 Electric Meters - Electric meters usually hold a solid 
metal covering and plastic cover or over the meter’s face or 
transparent glass. As the casing keeps the meter safe from 
snow, rain, and sleet, it will be vulnerable to high-pressure 
streams produced by any pressure washer.  
 Asphalt Shingles - Try not to turn the pressure washer 
on a roof using asphalt shingles to stop damaging the roof and 
causing leaks. Its high water pressure eliminates the granules 
from the asphalt shingles, and it can altogether remove or break 
shingles if the roof is old. Roof leaks can cause difficulties 
throughout the house, including mold, rot, and structural dam-
age that can go into the cooling and heating system that can af-
fect the health of anyone living in the home. 
 Gutters - Cleaning the gutters is not fun for almost every-
one, and it can be tempting to use the capability of a pressure 
washer to eliminate built-up leaves, dirt, clumps, or grime. Alt-
hough, this is undoubtedly not a good idea. The pressure wash-
er is very powerful and can cause havoc to the downspout or 
pull the gutter off the house.  
 Old Mortar Or Brick - Pressure washers are perfect to 
clean paving stones and concrete patios. They can also be a 
moderate pressure setting on bricks. When the mortar and brick 
on the outside of the house are crumbling, a pressure washer 
will result in problems. It’s a powerful stream of water that will 
pull mortar from the wall and then cut in old brick. 
 
  Conclusion - The water pressure is primarily the reason 
behind withdrawing particular objects, but many devices can get 
ruined by water seeping into cracks. This can cause havoc with 
sensitive mechanical and electronic systems. Therefore, before 
pressure washing the house or the car, check out the list of 
these things you must not clean with a pressure washer. 
 

http://www.MDFirstBuyers.com
mailto:dan@1atmc.com
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What’s Your Home Worth?  Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com 

FINANCIAL FOCUS 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat 

Tiahrt, Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859.  mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com  

529 Plans: Not Just 
For College  

The MDREPros Difference 
 

Check Out The 
Maryland Real Estate Professionals  

Difference When You Allow Us  
To Help You  Market & Sell Your 

Home 
 

1) FREE Custom Web Address  

 (Examples Below) 

 www.224GreenlandBeach.com 

 www.5507Remmell.com 

 www.1318Aster.com  

 (We’re Ready To Create Your Custom URL!) 

 

2) FREE Custom Web Page  

3) FREE Drone Videos & Pics 

4) FREE Marketing Video 

5) FREE Professional Pictures 

6) FREE Custom Sign With Your URL 

7) FREE 24/7 Video Brochure  

8) FREE Instant Open House 

9) FREE Custom Audio 

10) FREE Home Valuation 

11) Marketing That Gets Results! 

          If you’ve heard of 529 plans, you might think they can 
only be used to help pay for college. And you wouldn’t be 
alone: Less than one-third of adults properly identified that a 
529 plan can be used for more than just higher education,  
according to a survey by Morning Consult and Edward Jones. 
But what are these other expenses?  
          Before we get to them, let’s review the main benefits of 
529 plans. Contribution limits are high and earnings can grow 
tax-free if withdrawals are used for qualified education  
expenses such as tuition and room and board. (Withdrawals for 
nonqualified distributions are subject to taxes and a 10%  
penalty on the earnings portion.) Plus, as the account owner, 
you maintain control of the plan, so you can switch beneficiar-
ies to another qualified family member, if necessary.  
          Now, let’s consider the other uses of 529 plans, which 
have been made possible by various pieces of legislation over 
the past few years:  
          Student loan repayments – The average amount of  
student loan debt per borrower is well over $32,000, according 
to the Federal Reserve. So, many people welcomed the news 
that 529 plans could be used to repay student loans. There’s 
an aggregate lifetime limit of $10,000 in qualified student loan 
repayments per 529 plan beneficiary, plus $10,000 for each of 
the beneficiary’s siblings.  
          K-12 expenses – A 529 plan can now be used to pay up 
to $10,000 per year in tuition expenses at private, public and 
religious elementary and secondary schools. This amount is 
per student, not per account. However, not all states allow 529 
plans to be used for K-12 expenses.  Make sure you  
understand your state’s rules on K-12 expenses before taking 
money out of your 529 plan.  
          Apprenticeships – Not every child wants or needs to 
attend a college or university. And now, 529 funds can be used 
to pay for apprenticeship programs registered with the U.S.  
Department of Labor. These types of programs, which combine 
on-the-job training with classroom instruction, are offered at 
community colleges and trade schools. Once students  
complete their apprenticeships, they often go on to well-paying  
careers in a variety of fields. And since these types of programs 
are typically far less expensive than a four-year college degree, 
a 529 plan can have a particularly long reach.  
          The tax treatment of 529 plans for all these expenses 
can vary from state to state, so, if you move to another state 
after you’ve established your plan, you’ll want to know the 
rules. Even if you don’t move, it’s still a good idea to consult 
with your tax advisor about how 529 plan withdrawals will be 
treated.  
          Nonetheless, a 529 plan could be valuable to you in 
many ways. Consider how you might want to put it to work for 
you and your family.  

http://www.MDHomesValue.com
mailto:mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com
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http://www.5507Remmell.com
http://www.10894Martingale.com
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On Facebook: 
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Active Listening 
 
One essential skill to master when cultivat-
ing relationships is listening. If you don’t ac-
tively listen to other people, you won’t gain 
any wisdom from their insights. The 
Healthline website shares these tips for 
active listening: 
• Give people your full attention. Con-

centrate on their words to the exclusion 
of everything else. Don’t plan your re-
sponse while they’re still speaking, and 
don’t use a pause to steer the conversa-
tion around to another topic. 

• Use positive body language. Your 
body communicates just as much as 
your words do, if not more. Make sure 
you’re fully facing the other person. Re-
lax your body, but lean in slightly to show 
interest in what they’re saying. Nod to 
show you’re listening and that you under-
stand. 

• Don’t interrupt. You may be tempted to 
jump in with an idea or solution. Restrain 
the impulse. Instead, wait for the other 
person to stop talking before asking 
questions or offering your point of view. 

Clever Inventions 
 
          According to an anecdote, Thomas 
Edison had a summer residence he was 
very proud of. He enjoyed showing visitors 
around the property, pointing out various 
inventions. At one point, people had to 
pass through a heavy turnstile to get back 
to the house. 
 
           One visitor asked Edison why, with 
all the other clever gadgets around, he had 
such a heavy turnstile. Edison replied, 
“Well, you see, everyone who pushes the 
turnstile around pumps eight gallons of wa-
ter into the tank on my roof.” 

http://www.MDHomesValue.com


What’s Your Home Worth?  Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com 

Go to  

www.TheFundayMonday.com 
Or write Mark@MDREPros.com 

 
And enter the correct answer for this months contest!  

Good Luck & Have Fun! 

This Month’s Quiz Question: 
 
Q. Psychologists believe that wearing which 
of these items to a job interview will increase 
your chances of getting the job?  
 
A. Perfume/cologne  
B. Suit  
C. Hat  
D. Glasses  

Artificial Intelligence, 
Real Communication 

            Technology has enabled a paralyzed man 
to communicate on a computer screen almost as 
fast as texting on a smartphone, according to the 
Science Focus website. 
 
             A Stanford University team used artificial 
intelligence software, or AI, and a brain-computer 
interface implanted in the brain of a man who had 
lost movement below his neck after a spinal cord 
injury. The interface consists of two chips, about 
the size of a baby aspirin, implanted in the man’s 
motor cortex in the region that controls hand 
movements. The electrodes in each chip send 
signals from the neurons to a computer, where 
the AI software reads the motion of the patient’s 
hands and fingers. The scientists instructed the 
man to imagine he was writing with a pen. 
           
            Although more tests of safety, longevity, 
and effectiveness have to be conducted before 
the technique can be used more widely, the inter-
face translated the mental visualization of hand-
writing movements into text, ultimately reaching a 
writing speed of about 18 words per minute, with 
94% accuracy.  

http://www.MDHomesValue.com
http://www.TheFundayMonday.com

